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Cattle  and  hog  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  as  of  March  19^8,  accord- 
ing to  quarterly  livestock  returns  from  London^,  indicate  some  increase  in 
both  species  over  March  a  year  ago.    The  most  significant  fact,  however,  is 
that  the  total  number  of  sows  for  breeding  has  increased  from  181,000  head 
in  March  1947  to  279*000  head  in  March  of  this  year.    This  indicates  a 
larger  number  of  far rowings  and  a  larger  pig  crop  this  summer.  Consequently, 
a  larger  pork  production  can  be  anticipated  in  the  United  Kingdom  later 
this  year  or  early  next  year  when  pigs  from  this  crop  will  be  marketed. 

Inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  in  Sweden  in  May  fell  to  22,600  head, 
compared  with  2^,200  in  the  previous  month  and  29,100  in  May  of  1947° 
Inspected  slaughter  of  hogs  for  May,  on  the  other  hand,  was  106,800 
head,  lower  than  the  112,900  head  for  April,  but  higher  than  the  9^*000 
head  for  May  1947"    The  inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  covers  about  96  per- 
cent of  total  beef  production  and  about  65  percent  of  the  total  pork  pro- 
duction.    The  present  rate  of  pork  production  exceeds  the  ration  which  has 
recently  been  curtailed. 

Rainfall  in  Austria  during  June  was  considerably  above  long-term 
averages  in  I14.  of  the  16  main  agricultural  areas.    Temperatures  for  the 
month  were  generally  below  normal.    Alfalfa  and  clover  were  reported  in 
good  condition.    Dry  weather  in  April  and  May,  however,  caused  an  unsatis- 
factory first  crop  of  hay  in  some  areas,  but  prospects  for  second  cutting 
have  improved 0    The  condition  of  Alpine  pastures  is  better  than  two  years 
ago.    Abnormal  cold  and  snowfalls  in  June  interrupted  grazing  season  in  some 
Alpine  areas* 

(Continued  on  Page  58) 
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WORLD  TRADE  IN  RAW  WOOL  IN  19^6  AND  19^7 

World  trade  in  raw  wool  exceeded  3  "billion  pounds  in  19^6  but  fell  off 
to  about  2.5  billion  pounds  in  1947.    These  figures  are  0.7  and  0.2  billion 
pounds  greater  than  the  prewar  (1935-39)  average,  according  to  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  l/ 

The  larger  trade  in  19^6  and  19^7  was  made  possible  by  an  unprecedented 
demand  for  wool  in  most  consuming  countries,  together  with  the  large  war- 
time accumulations  in  Southern  Hemisphere  supplying  countries.  2/   Wool  ac- 
cumulated during  the  war  when  continental  European  countries,  which  are 
large  consumers  of  wool,  were  cut  off  from  their  principal  sources  of  supply 
in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.    With  the  re-opening  of  these  European  outlets, 
considerable  wool  was  required  to  meet  current  mill  activity  and  to  build 
up  to  normal  working  stocks.    Trade  with  Central  Europe  was  resumed  in 
19^7,  and  somewhat  more  wool  moved  into  Europe  than  in  I9U6.    This  was 
partially  made  possible  by  the  extension  of  credits  to  European  countries 
by  supplying  countries  and  by  the  United  Kingdom  which  had  helped  to  finance 
the  large  wartime  accumulations  in  the  Southern  Dominions,    Although  import 
statistics  are  not  available,  the  Soviet  Union  was  a  large  importer  in 
19^7.    That  country  purchased  considerable  quantities  of  wool  in  19*1-7  in 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Argentina,  as  well  as  from  offerings  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Australia,  Argentina,  New  Zealand,  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and 
Uruguay  supplied  nearly  95  percent  of  the  world  trade  requirements  for  raw 
wool  in  19^6,  compared  to  slightly  more  than  80  percent  in  the  prewar  period. 
These  countries  all  exported  considerably  larger  quantities  in  19^6  and  19^7 
than  the  average  for  the  period  1935-39. 

United  States  imports  were  large  in  19^6  as  mills  and  manufacturers 
strove  to  fill  the  backlog  of  civilian  demand.    Imports  dropped  materially 
in  I9U7  but  were  still  about  3  times  the  prewar  (1935-39)  average.  Imports 
remain  high  because  of  both  a  high  demand  and  a  considerable  reduction  in 
domestic  production. 

Other  countries  importing  large  quantities  of  wool  include  the  United 
Kingdom,  France,  Belgium  and  Italy.    These  four  countries  and  the  United 
States  import  the  bulk  of  the  wool  entering  world  trade  much  the  same  as  the 
five  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  named  above  dominate  the  exports  of 
raw  wool. 

l7^or~information  on  world  wool  production  by  countries,  see  Foreign 
Crops~and  Markets,  Volume  56,  No.  25,  of  June  21,  I9U8. 

2/  For  information  on  world  stocks  of  wool  at  the  beginning  of  the 
19^7-^8  season,  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  "Volume  55,  No.  23,  of 
December  8,  19^7.     ""   "   

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
trade  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report,  the  Committee  was 
composed  of  C.  M.  Purves,.  Acting  Chairman,  Floyd  E.  Davis,  Anna  A.  Jones, 
Mary  E.  Long,  and  Constance  H.  Farnworth. 

(Table  on  following  pages) 


40 


«  O 
<-i  Pi 


H  r— 


VO 

•"V,CU>V,CU  35 

in  -^o|  -  « 

CU 


cu 


h-        a\cu     cu  www 

vo  vo  to  'k>>  Vqo 
^  cu  t<">PSoj 


§1 

•  o 

H  p 


^  cu 


°*u^ 

vo  r— ' 


8. 


o  o 


M  CU 

^1 


IT 


vO 


r-l  CU 


K\CUVO 


O  VD 


g>    £oxp-  kn£ 

CU  iTv 


H.P- 
cucu 


<T>  f—  i-l  O  HOtINN 

r—  cur-cuj-  t— cr\i— lt> 
vo  if  i-i  r^ftr— 


cu 


Si 


o  cu 

VO 


O  tO  LP* 


0-3:  o  o  o  o 
irv       q>  o 


cu  cncu  to 


i-l  CU  ITmH  iH  p- 

p-  to 


«  cr 
if- 

Sir 

>  cr 


«  O 
rH  pj 


o\c\L* 
cu 
cu 


60  VD 


rH  CUP" 


8ir\r^r~criH  tocu  incu  r— vo  o  to  ir>0  to  <h  ir\r~p-  vo  ir\p-  k% 
q>60.p- cr»cr»r^P- t^H  cu     2"» 60  m  rj vo p*  r— so  knov 
crtt^vo  r^i-isO  r*-r—  k><T(Nh     <t\M  o  kSh  o  km^w  m  w  »  h 


LfM^itTi  r—  cu 


'v.cu 


Q  ITS 

P-  cu 


«JrHr-|VOCUVpt^rHCUVOr— 60*0 
r—  rH        P"  ri  H  H  W 

VO 


cu 

8 

vO 

o 


8 


5** 


KVOP;  Q^QOOl^OVOCTiCU  ( 
r-l  KN      O  K^CU  Id      r— CO  LCSl 


VD 


60 
CTv 


O  O 


CU  Q  60 

r— w  to 


we* 


CU 


\cu"  Pi 

CU  VD*  ,-1 

CU 


i 


a 
o 

43 

a) 
+> 
to 

o  >d 

O  ©  43 
•H  4»  O 
K  -I  EH 

a>  p 


III"* 

W)  biQ  O 


in 

■a 


•as 0 


(3  g  -H   01  »  RJ  rg         b>  TH  P  rH 

^.  h  -h  d  p  gj  p3o3o(oat>»-HP«(Dp 

P4»  MMO  9  «  O  H  PH  <D  UHH 

ogrTHaPh4>p3Mop;od-P4».Pb 
fi  3  «  d  a  «jH  »^  h  «  d3  d 


A'A 

4»  -*3 
<H  Q>  O  O 

^  S3  S  PL, 


/ 


cr\ 


u 

I 


i 


•h  cr\ 

4»  r-f 


42 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  57,  ITo.  3 


MEDITERRANEAN  BASIN  SHELLED  AIMOND  PRODUCTION  FORECAST  BELOW  AVERAGE  1/ 

The  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the  6 
leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  59,800  short  tons  com- 
pared with  72,600  tons  in  19^+7  (revised)  and  71,700  tons  in  1946,  The 
forscast  is  for  an  output  ab#ut  8  percent  smaller  than  the  5 -year  (1942-1946) 
average  of  65,200  tons  and  10  percent  smaller  than  the  10-yoar  (1937 -19*4-6 ) 
average  of  66,300  tons.    It  will  he  the  smallest  output  in  recent  years.  All 
countries  except  France  and  Italy  show  an  increase  over  the  output  of  the 
previous  year;  however,  the  very  poor  crop  in  Italy,  the  world* s  largest 
producer  of  shelled  almonds,  has  reduced  the  total  for  the  6  countrios  to  "be- 
low average. 

Almonds,  shelled:    Forecast  of  commercial  production  in  specified 

countries,  1948  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


:  Average 

!  1946 

■     1947  a/ 

!    1948  a/ 

Country 

;  1942-46 

;  1937-^6 

.      Short  '  . 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Short  . 
tons 

Short  , 
tons 

Short 
tons 

France 

French  Morocco 
Iran  : 
Italy  ; 
Portugal 

Spain  | 

700  : 
1,800  : 

6,4oo 

'    28,400  : 
2,400  : 
25,500  ; 

:  700 
2,400  : 
7,100  ' 
29,500  : 
2,600  : 

24,000  ; 

:  700 
2,400 
7,700  : 

33,ooo  ' 
3,700 

24,200 

:      1,000  : 
:      1,000  : 
'  5,500 
•  b/42,000  : 
b/  1,100  : 

22,000  ; 

800 
2,800 
6,600 

21,000 
2,600 

26,000 

Foreign  total  : 

65,200  : 

66,300  : 

;     71,700  : 

h/72,600  : 

59,300 

U.  S.-Unshelled  ; 

24,800  : 

19,500  : 

37,800  : 

h/29,200  : 

29,600 

Trade  and  official  sources, 
a/  Preliminary,    b/  Revised. 

Growing  conditions  this  season  have  been  very  spotted,  with  the  best 
being  experienced  in  southern  Portugal,  Spain,  and  French  Morocco.    The  poor- 
est growing  conditions  were  undoubtedly  in  the  Bari  district  of  Italy  and 
the    D^urc-  district  in  Portugal,  with  some  damage  in  France.    The  mild  winter 
in  most  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  Basin  started  the  blossoming  a  little 
earlier  than  usual.    Then  a  killing  frost  Just  before  Easter  in  Bari  and  Douro 
nearly  ruined  the  crop.    In  Italy,  this  year's  crop  followed  a  large  one  the 
previous  season  so  that  even  had  the  weather  been  satisfactory  a  smaller  crop 
probably  would  have  been  harvested.    It  is  still  a  little  early  definitoly  to 
predict  quality  but  everywhere  it  is  expected  to  be  good.    It  seems  probable 
that  almost  everywhere  in  these  countries  the  quantity  of  large  size  kernels 
will  be  larger  than  usual  and  the  probable  supply  of  small  kernels  less  than 
normal  but  probably  ample  to  meet  all  demands. 

As  the  I947-I948  marketing  year  moved  into  its  final  month,  it 
is  estimated  that  stocks  remaining  from  the  1947  harvest  totalled  34,000 
short  tons,  shelled  basis,  of  which  23,000  tons  were  in  Italy,  9,000  tons  in 
§Pain,  1,000  tons  in  Iran,  and  the  balance  in  Portugal.    The  bulk  of  this 
1/  Prepared  by  W,  R.  Schreiber,  International  Commodity  Specialist,  Office 
Of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  at 
Naples,  Italy,  June  28,  1948. 
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tonnage  is  still  in  hands  of  growers  who  sell  reluctantly  and  only  when  they 
seriously  need  funds.    The  supply  of  19^7  crop  kernels  of  small  size  is 
nearly  exhausted,  at  least  that  part  in  hands  of  exporters.    Just  what 
quality  and  sizes  the  growers  still  hold  cannot  "be  judged  until  they  are 
offered  for  sale. 

The  19^7-^8  export  season  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  countries  turned 
out  as  expected  last  fall,  to  be  another  slow  year.    Export  statistics  are 
not  available  but  the  actual  tonnages  moved  are  considerably  below  those  of 
a  normal  prewar  year.    In  Italy,  the  present  carry-over  is  slightly  over 
half  last  year's  production  from  which  it  may  be  deduced  that  exports  were 
far  below  normal.    The  situation  in  Spain  is  about  as  bad.    The  domestic  use 
of  almonds  for  oil  in  Italy  and  Spain  which  for  the  two  previous  years  offered 
the  most  important  outlet  is  over.    The  olive  oil  output  of  19^7-^8  plus  in- 
creased supplies  of  other  fats  and  oils,  ends  the  use  of  almonds  for  edible 
oil  in  both  countries. 

The  high  prices  of  Spanish  almonds  for  the  first  half  of  the  season 
practically  kept  foreign  buyers  from  that  market.    The  Spanish  Government 
finally  encouraged  combined  accounts  and  offered  other  inducements  to  promote 
exports  which  did  result  in  a  substantial  flow  of  almonds  abroad.    In  Italy, 
the  compensation  and  barter  deals  of  the  previous  two  seasons  ran  into  dif- 
ficulties because  little  acceptable  merchandise  was  offered  in  exchange  for 
almonds.    In  the  last  few  months  of  the  season  a  brisk  business  sprang  up  in 
small  kernels  of  the  bar  type  with  the  United  States;  however,  by  this  time 
domestic  prices  had  fallen  considerably  below  those  of  early  season.  The 
minor  countries  had  little  difficulty  disposing  of  their  goods  in  the  domestic 
market,    Portugal  did  manage  a  few  exports  of  small  kernels  to  the  United 
States  in  the  first  half  of  19^8.    Exports  from  French  Morocco  totalled  990 
tons  and  were  almost  entirely  to  France.    Iran  sold  moot  of  its  exports  to 
India .. 

The  present  prospects  for  the  19^-8-^9  export  season  for  Mediterranean 
almonds  appear  even  less.'  promising  than  that  of  a  year  ago;  however,  condi- 
tions can  change  materially  in  the  next  few  months  and  an  active  season 
could  ensue.    The  lack  of  foreign  exchange  in  most  European  countries  is  ex- 
pected .to  keep  almond  imports  at  a  minimum.    The  European  Recovery  Program  is 
expected  to  remedy  this  situation  to  some  extent  by  making  dollars  available 
which  might  find  their  way  into  almond  markets. 

The  probable  lack  of  acceptable  merchandise- Is  expected  to  keep  the 
barter  compensation  type  transaction  at  relatively  low  levels  unless  buying 
countries  can  find  things  the  Italians  and  Spanish  can  use.    The  British 
Ministry  of  Food  price  is  too  low  to  attract  much  business  at  present;  how- 
ever, if  it  is  raised  2  or  3  cento  a  pound  a'  substantial  quantity  could  bo 
moved.    Some  hopes  have  been  expressed  in  Portugal,  Italy,  and  Spain  that 
this  will  be  done.    If  the  restrictions  on  imports  of  almonds  into  Bizonia 
(Western  Germany)  were  lifted  it  would  remove  much  of  the  selling  pressure 
in  Italy  and  probably  would  go  a  long  way  to  speeding  recovery  in  some  parts 
of  Italy.    The  demand  for  almonds  from  Australia,  India,  Egypt,  and  South 
American  countries  for  Italian  nuts  is  expected  to  be  about  the  the 
season  now  closing.    In  view  of  the  Spanish  situation,  Italy  appears  to  be 
in  the  best  position  %o  effect  exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  new  season. 
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The  question  as  to  what  will  happen  to  Spanish  almonds  is  still  one  in- 
volving prices  higher  than  those  of  Italy  and,  therefore,  unless  the  Spanish 
Government  makes  some  plans  to  facilitate  exports,  a  very  slow  year  seems  likely 
The  methods  employed  during  recent  months  to  move  some  nuts  ahroad  are  likely 
to  undergo  some  changes  which  may  or  may  not  improve  the  present  unfavorable 
position  of  the  Spanish  exporter.    The  almonds  in  French  Morocco  are  again  ex- 
pected to  move  to  France. 

UNITED  STATES :    Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  almonds 
from  specified  countries,  September -August  1946-47,  with  comparisons 

(Short  tons) 


Year 


French 
Morocco 


Iran 


Italy 


Portu- 
gal 


Spain 


Other 
coun- 
tries 


Total 


Shelled 

Average : 
1942-46... , 
1937  -h6. ... 

Annual : 
1942-43.  „ . . 
I9k3-hk..., 
I9kh-h5. . . , 
1945-^6..., 
19^6 -47 ... , 
•  19^7 _U8  a/, 

Unshelled 
Average : 
1942-46... 

1937-^6... 
Annual : 

19^2-43... 
1911.3 -10k.. 

1945-46.;. 
~- "1946-47,.. 
1947 -kQ  &/ 


:  16 

.  ^3 

712 

'  769 

4,619 

28 

6,187 

:      15  : 

:  78 

540 

h.87 

:  2,430  i 

:     97  : 

3,6^7 

:  1 

:  100 

0  : 

480 

:  Ik 

21 

;  6l6 

:  0 

-I  V 

;  14 

0  : 

■  1,271 

6,930  ; 

:     39  : 

,  8,254 

:      15  : 

4 

0  : 

;  1,218 

:  8,06l  : 

27 

9,325 

:      28  ! 

>      47  : 

1,508  : 

688 

:  7,1*0 

:      26  : 

9,437 

:      34  ! 

51  i 

2,054  : 

I87  : 

950  : 

25  : 

3,301 

:      15  : 

12  : 

3,255  : 

5*  : 

1,770 

13 

5,119 

:  '     0  : 

:   .    0  : 

1  : 

5  : 

201  : 

2  . 

209 

:       0  : 

0  : 

1  : 

3 

100  : 

1  •: 

105 

:       0  : 

0  : 

:        0  : 

0 

:        0  r?: 

0 

0 

:       0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

Ik  : 

425  : 

:  0 

.  439 

:       0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

11  : 

170  : 

0 

;  181 

;    .  0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

263  ; 

5 

268 

:       0  : 

0  : 

6  : 

0  : 

145  : 

6 

:  157 

:       0  : 

;       0  : 

8  : 

0 

0  : 

0 
0 

(A  more  extensive  statement  regarding  Mediterranean  Basin  almond  production 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations*) 
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ITALIAN  HAZELNUT  FORECAST  AB07E  AVERAGE  l/ 

The  19^8  preliminary  forecast  of  hazelnut  production  in  Italy  is  28,500 
short  tons,  unshelled  "basis,  compared  with  9,900  tons  (revised)  in  19^7  and 
^7,800  tons  in  19^6.    The  forecast  exceeds  the  5 -year  (19^2-19^6)  average  of 
23,900  tons  by  19  percent  and  the  10-year  (1937-19^6)  average  of  21,500  tons 
by  33  percent.    In  the  Naples -Ave  11  ino  District,  the  forecast   is  for  17,900 
tons  compared  with  7,700  tons  in  19^7.    In  Sicily,  the  forecast  is  10,600  tons 
or  about  5  times  larger  than  last  year. 

Growing  conditions  this  season  have  been  very  spotty  and  have  necessi- 
tated a  much  more  thorough  check  on  prospects  than  usual.    In  the  Naples - 
Avellino  District  one  finds  small  sections  where  the  trees  have  only  light 
sets,  while  in  others  they  are  loaded.    This  spotty  condition  is  due  to  a 
warm  January  which  started  the  trees  early,  but  in  February -March  cold  weather 
did  considerable  damage  in  some  areas  but  little  or  none  in  the  more  protected 
areas . 

In  Sicily  the  winter  was  very  dry.    The  spring  rains  were  very  light  and 
there  appears  to  be  a  scarcity  of  soil  moisture  all  over  the  island.    In  ad- 
dition, during  the  second  half  of  May  strong  winds  caused  a  small  amount  of 
damage  to  the  Sicilian  hazelnut  crop.    The  present  crop  follows  one  of  the 
poorest  in  recent  years  and  could  be  expected  to  bo  somewhat  larger.  Quality 
in  the  Naples -Ave llino  District  is  reported  to  be  about  fair  average  and  in 
Sicily  about  average.    Growers  in  Sicily  are  finally  taking  action  regarding 
"cimiciato"  which  for  years  has  plagued  the  industry.    It  was  learned  that 
private  funds  are  being  collected  and  used  to  study  the  pests'  life  cycle  and 
the  best  manner  in  which  to  combat  it.    It  has  been  suggested  that  DDT  may  be 
used  in  that  connection.    While  no  doubt  DDT  would  kill  the  pests,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  apply  it  because  of  the  widely  scattered  trees.    It  might  be 
accomplished  by  small  portable  spray  outfits,  however. 

With  the  19^7-19^8  marketing  year  about  closed,  best  available  estimates 
on  the  carry-over  indicate  a  probable  2,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  re- 
main in  the  country  compared  with  6,100'  tons  at  the  same  time  a  year  ago.  The 
carry-over  in  Sicily  is  about  900  short  tons;  and-  the  balance  in  Naples -Avel- 
lino.    Practically  all  of  the  estimated  carry-over  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
growers . 

The  19^-7-19^-8  export  season  was  rather  disappointing  for  most  exporters 
and  the  total  volume  is  unofficially  estimated  to  have  totalled  about 
3,100  tons  from  all  of  Italy.    Sweden  appears  to  have  Deen  the  best  market 
during  the  season.    Small  lots  went  to  various  South  and  Central  American 
markets  as  well  as  Near  East  countries .    A  few  carloads  were  shipped  to  Franco 
but  this  business  was  rather  unsatisfactory  due  to  the  delays  in  entry  permits 
and  for  other  reasons,    Switzerland,  probably  the  world's  largest  per  capita 
consumer  of  hazelnuts,  was  a  very  minor  factor  this  season.    The  low  price 
of  Turkish  hazelnuts  and  the  compensation  deals  madev'ih  Spain  are  the  chief 

reasons  for  the  absence  of  the  Swiss  from  the  Italian  market  this  season.  

l/  Prepared  by  W.  P.  Schreiber,  International  Commodity  Specialist,  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  at 
Naples,  Italy,  July  9,  19^8. 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

U.  S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  HEAVY 

Record  United  States  rice  exports  during  the  August-May  period  of 
the  current  marketing  year  reached  869  million  pounds  compared  with  the 
previous  largest  shipments  of  758  million  pounds  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  the  preceding  year.    Unusually  heavy  deliveries  in  May  equalled 
IkO  million  pounds,  of  which  about  70  percent  went  to  Cuba  and  26  per- 
cent to  China. 

UNITED  STATES:    Rice  exports  to  specified  countries, 
May  19^8,  with  comparisons,  a/ 


:      August -July      :      August -May  :  May 

Continent  :  1937- 38  :  ;  :  :  : 

or  :    "to"    :  19^6-^7  :l$k6-kl  ;19^7->8  :  19^7  b/:  19^8  b/ 

country  :  I9UI-U2  :  :  ;      b/      ;  ~ 

:Milli6n  :Million  :Million  :MilTion  .-Million  :Million 
: pounds    ; pound  s    : pounds    : pounds    : pounds    : pounds 


Europe  :  h3  :  c/      :  c/      :  21  :  c/    :  1 

Cuba  :  275  :  "^65  :  396  :  508  :  ~55  :  99 

Canada   19  :  2k  :  23  :  5^  :  c/    :  2 

British  West  Indies,:  c/      :  2  :  2  :  11  :  c/    :  1 

Philippines  :  c/      :  23k  :  2f>k  :  c/      :  ■   "*  0  :  0 

China  . d/      :  67  :  67,  :  ""202  :  0  :  37 

Korea  :  d/      :  0  :  "  0 '  :  k9  :  0  ;  0 

Other  countries   ~  21  :   22  :   16  :  2h  :  5j  c/_ 

__Total    358  :  83^  :  758  :  '  Q69~~:  66":  1U0 


Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

a/  Includes  milled  rice,  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  rough  rice  converted 
to  milled  at  65  percent,    b/  Preliminary,    c/  Less  than  500,000  pounds, 
d/  If  any ,  included  in  other  countries. 

(Continued  on  Page  54) 

TOBACCO 

CANADIAN  FLUE- CURED  TOBACCO  ACREAGE 

REDUCED;  CROP  PROSPECTS  GOOD  -     '  . 

The  19^8  acreage  planted  to  flue- cured  tobacco  in  Canada  is  estimated 
at  about  98,000  acres,  as  compared  with  103,700  acres  harvested  in  I9I+7 
and  91,400  acres  in  1946.    A  report  just  received  from  Francis  L.  Spalding, 
American  Consul  in  Hamilton,  Ontario,  states  that  transplanting  in  the 
entire  Ontario  flue- cured  district,  which  accounts  for  most  of  the 
country's  production,  was  completed  by  the. middle  of  June  and  that 
crop  prospects  were  generally  good. 
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The  1947  production  of  flue- cured  leaf  waa. officially  estimated  at 
9^,826,000  poundsv-as  compared  with  119,027,000  pounds  in  1946  and  the 
average  production  for  the  preceding  5  years  of  73, 581,460  pounds.  Yields 
per  acre  in  1947  were  low  as  a" result  of  cold,  wet  weather  at  transplanting 
time,  a  drought  in  August,  and  hail  and  frost  damage  in  September.  Con- 
ditions so  far  in  1948  have  been  much  more  favorable  than  a  year  ago,  and 
it'  is  likely  that  the  production  may  substantially  exceed  the  194-7  crop  in 
spite  of  the  reduction  in  acreage. 

The  reduction  in  1948  acreage    was  the  result  of  action  taken  by  the 
Ontario  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Marketing  Association,  to  safeguard  against 
excessive  accumulation  of  stocks.    Members  of  the  Association  who  produce  . 
about  95  percent  of  the  crop  in  the  Ontario  district  were  required  to 
reduce  their  1948  plantings  to  85  percent  of  their  base  acreages,-  which 
total  107,000  acres.  '  It  is  believed  that  Ontario  growers  outside  the 
Association,  and  growers  in  Quebec  and  British  Columbia  have  planted 
slightly  more  flue- cured  leaf  than  in  1947. 

The  decision  of  the  Ontario  Association  to  reduce  1948  plantings  re- 
sults primarily  from  lack  of  assurance  that  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  in 
the  market  for  leaf  from  the  1948  crop.    Consumption  of  flue- cured  leaf  in 
Canada  at  present  is  at  the  rate  of  about  .70,000,000  pounds  (farm  weight) 
annually.    Stocks  are  low,  but  much  of  the  production  in  excess  jof  current 
consumption  requirements  would  be  available  for  export. 

Exports  of  flue- cured  leaf  in  1947,  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
reached  a  record  total  of  22,989,000  pounds* (export  weight),  as  compared 
with  10,965,000  in  1946,  and  the  prewar,  1935-39,  average  of  about 
12,300,000  pounds.    Purchases  by  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  1947  crop 
were  reduced  to  about  10,000,000  pounds  as  a  result  of  shortages  in 
dollars,  and  so  far  there  has  been  no , announcement  of  prospective  purchases 
by  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  1948  crop. 

ITALY* S  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  AT  RECORD  LEVEL; 
CONSUMPTION  AND  EXPORTS  INCREASE 

Italy's  1947  tobacco  production  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year, 
and  early- season  reports  indicate  a  large  1948  production.    Higher  output, 
combined  with  large  "  imports  in  .1947,,  have  made  possible  consumption  above 
the  prewar  level,  and  permitted  renewal  of 'exports. 

Information  Just  received  from  the  American  Embassy  in  Rome  states 
that  a  final  estimate  of  the  Italian  Tobacco  Monopoly  places  the  1947  pro- 
duction at  143,300,000  pounds    compared  with  the  1946  crop  of  95,500,000 
pounds.    Production  during  the  preceding  5  years  averaged  77,700,000  pounds, 
and  the  prewar,  1935-39,  average  was  95,500,000  pounds,  the  same  as  the 
1946  crop.    The  area  planted  to  tobacco  in  1947  was  by  far  the  largest  on 
record,  totaling  about  143,000  acres,  but,  primarily  as  the  result  of 
shortage  of  fertilizers,  the  average  yield  per  acre  was  below  the  prewar 
level.    Early-season  reports  indicate  that  the  1948  acreage  will  be  approxi- 
mately equal  to  the  record'  1947  plantings,    and  with  favorable,  growing  con- 
ditions, the  1948  crop  may  exceed  the  record  1947  output. 
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As  a  result  of  curtailed  leaf  production  during  the  last  year  of  the  war 
supplies  of  tobacco  products  in  Italy  were  below 'requirements,  and  were  ra- 
tioned.   Large  leaf  imports  in  19^7  made.. possible  an  increase  in  the  ration 
and  by  February,  19^8  when  supplies  of  leaf  from  the  record  19^7  crop  became 
available,  the  ration  was  discontinued.    It  is  anticipated  that  consumption 
in  19k3  will  be  above  the  prewar  level. 

In  the  prewar  years,  1935-39,  Italy's  annual'  exports  of  leaf,  princip- 
ally dark  types  to  other  European  countries,  averaged  12,900,000  pounds.  Im- 
ports- during  those  years,  principally  Oriental  type  leaf  from  Bulgaria  and 
Greece,  averaged  only  5,300,000  pounds,  making  the  country  a  net  exporter  of 
7,600,000  pounds.    Both  exports  and  imports  were  sharply  curtailed  during  the 
war,  and  as  late  as  19^6'  each  averaged  lees  than  1,000,000  pounds  annually. 
In  19^7,  however,  the.  country  imported  29,800,000  pounds,  of  which  about  o0 
percent  was  from  the  United  States,  25  percent  from  Bulgaria,  Turkey  and 
Greece,  and  most  of  the  balance  from  Argentina  and  other  Latin  American  coun- 
tries.   Exports  in  19^7  totaled  only  3,000,000  pounds,  making  a  net  import  of 
26,800,000  pounds. 

The  record  19^+7  crop  and  prospects  for  a  large  19^8  production  are  ex- 
pected to  place  the  country  again  on  its  prewar  basis  as  a  net  exporter.  It 
is  reported  that  as  much  as  15,000,000  pounds  of  leaf  are  available  for  ex- 
port in  19^8.  Imports  during  the  year  are  likely  to  be  restricted  to  rela- 
tively small  amounts  of  Oriental  type  tobacco .from  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Bul- 
garia, and  small  quantities1  of  United  States  leaf. 

The  shift  to  American  type  cigarettes  and  other  products  containing 
American  leaf,  which  has  been  characteristic  of  the  tobacco  industry  in  most 
of  the  western  European  countries,  has  been  less .pronounced  in  Italy.  About 
90  percent  of  Italy's  cigarette  production  i3  still  of  Oriental  and  Italian 
types,  which  were  popular  before  the  war.  '  ,.. 

TROPICAL  PRODUCTS  ' 

CENTRAL  AMERICAN  AND  MEXICAN 
COFFEE  TYPES  APPROVED 

The  Central  American-Mexican  Coffee  Federation  at  its  Third  Technical 
Conference  in  Fortin  de  las'Flores,  Veracruz,  Mexico,,' -May  15-22,  19^+8,  ap- 
proved the  coffee  types  for  washed  Central  American  and  Mexican  coffees 
established  at  the  Second  Technical  Conference  in  El  Salvador  in  May,  19^7, 
and  passed  a  resolution  urging  their  immediate  adoption  by  member  countries 
of  the  Federation.  : 

It  was  demonstrated  at  the  Conference  that  Central  American  and  Mexican 
coffees  are  indistinguishable  within  the  established  Federation  typos.  John 
Newton  Smith,  Third  Secretary  of  the  American  Embassy,  Mexico,  D.F.,  reports 
that' in  blind  cup  tests,  tasters  from  6  countries  could  identify  coffeo  by 
type,  but  not  by  country.    Recognition  of  this  fact  in  world  coffeo  markets 
would  permit  the  marketing  of  most  coffee  from  member  cpuntries  by  typo 
rather  than  by  regional  designations.    Certain  regional  coffees,  however,  . 
would  still  be  sold  as  premium  grades  above  the  highest  Federation  type* 
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The  Federation  types,  as  now  designated^  are  as  follows: 

No.  1  Central  Bueno  Lavado       Good  Washed  Central 

No.  2  Central  Standard      •   —  Standard  Central 

No.  3  Central  Altura.  —  High  Grown  Central 

No.  4  Central  Bstrictamente 

Altura  :  .  Strictly  High  Grown  Central 


ECUADOR'S  1948  COFFEE  CROP 
EXCEEDS  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

According  to  a  report  from  the  American  Consulate  General  at  Guayaquil, 
Ecuador's  1948  coffee  crop,  currently  being  harvested,  may  exceed  265,000 
"bags.    This  compares  with  the  I9U7  crop  of  235,000  "bags  and  the  1935-39 
average  of  268,000  "bags.    The  quality  of  the  current  crop  is  reported  good, 
as  result  of  favorable  weather  and  negligible  damage  from  diseases  and  pests. 

•      COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

ABACA  PRODUCTION  IN  . ;  V    r  " 

PANAMA  INCREASES  ....... 

";   '•  Production  of  abaca  fiber  •  in- Panama  in  1947  exceeded  11  million  pounds, 
compared  with  about  5.3  million-' in  1946  and  about  11  million  in  1945.  The 
great  variation  in  output  is  the  result  of  a  period  '-of  recuperation  of  the 
plantations  throughout  most  of  1946  after  unusually  heavy  cutting  in  1945. 
-The  large  output  in  1947  "was  partially  accounted  for  by  the  extra  leaves  . 
available  from  the  1946  growth,  and  partially  by  the  age  and  condition  of. 
the  plantations  which  are  just  reaching  the  stage  of  greatest  production. 
Cuttings  in  1948  are  expected  to  continue  very  near  the  1947  level.  #  The 
average  yield  of  the  194-7  crop  was  approximately  1,800  pounds  of  fiber  ; 
per  acre. 

Exports  are  approximately  equal  to  production.    None  of  the  fiber  from 
the  plantations  is  consumed  domestically,  and  the  entire  output  is  shipped 
to  the  United  States  under  contract  between  a  United  States  agency  and 
the  growers.  .<  . 

The  average  price  during  the  last  quarter  of  1947  was  about  17.2 
cents  per  pound,  or  about  65  percent  above,  that  in  July,  1947.    Prices  vary 
with  the  different  grades  and  fluctuate'  from  time  to  time. 

EAST  AFRICAN  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
DOWN  BY  25  PERCENT 

Cotton  production  in  British  East;  Africa  in  1947-48  is  estimated  at 
175,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross!  compared  with  232,000  bales  the  previous 
year  and  a  prewar  average  of  281,000.    The  19^-7-^8  figure  includes  133,000 
bales  for  Uganda,  33,000  for  Tanganyika,  and  4,000  for  Kenya. 

Most  of  the  decline  was  accounted  for  by  Uganda  where  production  was 
down  by  55,000  bales  from  the  1946-47  crop  of  193,000  and  acreage  decreased 
from  1,253,000  acres  in  1946-47  to  1,033,000  in  1947-48.    Reports  from 
private  sources  indicate  that  about  72,000  bales  of  the  1947-48  crop  were 
graded  as  AR  BP  52  (best  quality)  and  the  remainder  as  second  quality. 
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The  decline  in  this  year's  crop  was  attributed  to  drought  during  the 
planting  season  (May  to  August  19^7)  and  excessive  rain  during  the  har- 
vesting of  the  1946-47  crop  that  caused  considerable  damage  to  the  seed 
used  to  plant  the  19^7 -^8  crop.    Damage  from  diseases  and  insect  pests  were 
normal  except  for  Helopeltis  in  some  areas .    The  Government  of  Uganda  has 
recently  appointed  the  Cotton  Industry  Commission  to  investigate  the  causes 
for  the  prolonged  decline  in  cotton  production  in  Uganda  and  to  recommend 
means  to  stimulate  an  increase. 

Prices  to  he  paid  to  growers  for  the  1948-49  crop  were  raised  in 
April  1948  by  8  East  African  cents  a  pound  of  seed  cotton,  making  the  new 
price  30  E.A.  cents  (6  U.S.  cents)  for  BP  52  seed  cotton*    In  addition 
each  native  administrator  is  to  be  paid  a  bonus  of  one  shilling  (20  cents) 
for  each  100  pounds  of  cotton  (presumably  fiber)  grown  in  his  administra- 
tive area. 

The  entire  1947-48  cotton  crop  in  Uganda  was  sold  before  June  1948  as 
follows:    18  percent  of  the  best  quality  (AR  BP  52)  and  45  percent  of  the 
remainder  to  the  United  Kingdom;       percent  of  the  best  quality  and  2J  per- 
cent of  the  remainder  to  the  Government  of  India;  and  28  percent  of  each 
quality  was  sold  on  the  open  market.    Uganda  press  reports  state  that  an 
average  of  22.5  pence  (38  cents.)  a  pound  f.o.b.  Mombasa  was  received  for 
the  42,000  bales  sold  to  the" United^Kingdom  and  an  average  of  26  pence 
(44  cents)  for  the  ^4,000  bales  sold  to  India, 

Profit    realized  by  the  Uganda  Government  on  cotton  transactions  have 
been  accumulating  in  a  "Cotton  Fund"  since  the  early  part  of  the  war  and 
is  expected  to  reach  -3*9  million  (about  $36  million)  by  the  end  of  1948.  About 
one-third  of  this  fund  is  being  reserved  as  a  price  equalization  guarantee. 
Additional  sums  are  being  used  to  purchase  ploughs  and  tractors  and  to  carry 
on  experimental  work  to  increase  yields  per  acre. 

Exports  of  194,000  bales  (includes  4,000  bales  from  Kenya)  from  the 
1946-47  crop  included  18,000  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  ;;-;>- 000  to  India. 
Most  of  the  remaining  27,000  bales  were  exported  to  continental  Europe, 
Shanghai,  Hong  Kong,  Ceylon,  and  Southern  Rhodesia 0 

Production  in  Tanganyika  in  1947-48  was  estimated  at  33,000  bales 
(of  500  pounds  gross)  compared  with  34,000  the  previous  year.    The  United 
Kingdom  was  expected  to  purchase  10,000  bales  of  the  1947-48  crop,  India 
5,000,  and  Ceylon  1,700.    The  remainder  was  to  be  sold  on  the  open  market. 
Exports  in  1947  totaled  33,000  bales  compared  with  18,000  in  1946, 

Cotton  production  in  Kenya  in  1947-48  was  about  equal  to  the  1946-47 
crop  of  4,000  bales.    All  except  111  bales  of  the  1947-48  crop  were  graded 
as  AR  (top)  quality.  . 


(Continued  on  Page.  57)) 
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PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS 

DROP  TO  SEASONAL  LOW    l/  •       .  ■ 

Philippine  copra  exports  totaled.  38,^11  long  tons  in  June,  compared 
with- a  revised  estimate  of  47,326  in  May J  and  32,149  in  June;  of  1947. 
0nly:2,508  tons  of  coconut  oil, _ all. to  the  United  States  Atlantic  Coast, 
wore  shipped  in  June.  '      .  ,  ; 

The  Manila  copra  market  was  dull  in "early  July.    There  were  a  few 
sales  to  European  countries  at  $270  per  long  ton  f Vo.tufor  August-September 
delivery  c    Manila  "buying  prices  were  49  to  50  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($249 
to  $254  per  long  ton),  and  46  to  50  pesos  ($234  to  $25!+)  in  producing  areas, 

PHILIPPINE  'ISLANDS;    Copra  exports,  June  1948  with  comparisons 

(Long  tons) 


Country  a/ 


•  0 


•  too 

.  e  .'  e 

e  11  •  • 

3  o  9'. 


United  States  (total) , . 
Atlantic  Coast..., 
Gulf  Coast..... 
Pacific  Coast o, 

Canada . , „ . , , ., . , , , 

Me  x 1 co ,«,.,,,•«,« 

Panama , Canal  Zone 

Columbia  , » ^,     , , , 

Vene&ueia;,;^, . 

Austria. , . . . ,  c . 

Belgium.  .«..••<,». 

Czechoslovakia, , . 

Denmark ,.....,..„ 

ITrcinc©  „*0  et  •  #  a  ■>  •  0  ©*« 

Bi -Zonal  Germany'. 

Netherlands  0 „ . 0 . > 
Norway . . .  c  .,..,.„  „ 
Rolando... ....... ... 

Sweden, » ey:9        . » 
Switzerland. 0  , , = « 
United  Kingdom,  .,„.<,,,. 
Yugoslavia. , . , . . * .  , . . , , 

Indlcl  9  0  •-  •  O ■  •  •  0  •  S\  «  "•  0  •'  •  0 

Japan  0  0 

Palestine , ,  <, ,  „  9 ,  „ , . ,  c .  „ 

^Si^!P"^  9  w  o  e  o  •  e„«  eeoo«*«o*e 

French  Morocco  0 e 9  c  0 . 

Union,  of.  South  Africa. „  0  9 
0  "thor 0  •  *  © » ©  ».•»»•  a 

TO*tcil  #  3  1  •  04  a,9 


0  * ,  0  o  • 

•  •000 

•  *  ~>  •  • 

•  O  <•  •  o 

0  •  a  0  • 

o  u  *-   o  * 


Copra  distribution 


Average 


1935-39 


206,801 


7,260 


-10; 

6,025; 
24,589* 
'7,309-; 
^,079; 
28,415* 
91: 

4,183* 

;  80 ; 

1,047* 
.1,271; 

9 

8,678= 


585,620 
116,034 
77,155 
393,431 
16,607 
1,500 
1,009 
5,300 
7,862 
6,000 
10,306 
■  7,676 
44,82'3 
73,232 
11,220 
26,076 
7,962 

.21,762 
•11,8^8 

12,379 : 
,24',  256 

'  13, 283 : 
•13,200 

;  l6,iotf: 

■•  i^io' 

-  r6,050'' 

16,579'' 
949 


^176,972 
'  18,631 
•  30,494 
:  127, 847 
;  14, 049 

!  1,361 

850 


1,000 


13,509 
30,919 

5,350 
8,050 


^,097 
>0,000 
4,748 


18,339 


6,000- 

299 ,838  *'  968,432";'305 ,24'IT|~"  32; W" 


  Jun 

1947  h7 


11,570 
3,786 

7,784 

3,179 


11,150 
'2,000 


2,500 
1,750 


19,718 
2,076 

3,271 
13,571 


13,393 


^,300 
357OT 


American  Embassy,  Manila, 

a/    Declared  destination,    h/  Subject  to  3©  via  ion, 

l/  A  more  extensive  statement  regarding  Far  Eastern  copra.  rSy~ he  obtained  from 
the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eolations, 
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ARGENTINE  SUNFLOWER -SEED 
CROP  REVISED  DOWNWARD 

Argentine  sunflower- seed  production  for  1948  has  been  revised  down- 
ward to  1,089,000  short  tons  or  8  percent  smaller  than  the  first  official 
forecast.    Trade  reports  indicate  that  later  estimates  may  show  a  still 
further  reduction  of  possibly  110,000  to  165,000  tons.    Rainy  weather 
which  prevailed  during  the  harvesting  period  is  thought  to  have  prevented 
late  sowings  from  developing  properly.    Considerable  seed  was  shattered 
from  ripe  heads  by  heavy  winds. 

U.  S.  OILSEED  AND 
OIL  IMPORTS  DECLINE 

January -May  imports  of  529^2  million  pounds  of  specified  oils  and 
oilseeds  (in  terms  of  oil)  were  22  percent  less  than  in  the  same  months 
of  19^7.    There  were  some  increases  in  all  commodities  except  castor  oil, 
linseed  oil,  oiticica  oil,  tea-seed  oil,  tung  oil,  copra,  and  tucum  kernels. 
The  greatest  decreases,  however,  occurred  in  linseed  oil  and  copra  arrivals. 
All  copra  received  so  far  this  year  has  come  from  the  Philippines,  The 
same  is  true  of  coconut  oil  with  the  exception  of  36,700  pounds  from  Siam. 

Despite  the  1948  decline  in  imports  of  specified  oils  and  oilseeds  and 
an  increase  in  exports,  the  United  States  was  a  net  importer  of  165 
million  pounds  in  terms  of  oil. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  a/  of  specified  oils  and  oilseeds, 
 :  May  1948""with  comparisons.  


Commodity 

j  Unit 

:  Average 
:  1935-39 

;  19U6  ; 

1947 

:  January 
:  1947 

7  -  May 

:  1948 

Babassu  kernels . . 

* 
• 

:  1,00C 

lbs. 

'  ,  ll 

:  39,463: 

22,233 

:  19,952 

:  26,116 

Babassu  oil  

« 

r» 

:d/  346 

:  2,314: 

1,747 

:  1,036 

:  1,224 

»» 

it 

r  132,921+ 

:  226,295: 

276,807 

:  122,531 

:  123,638 

«» 

if 

:  226 

6,450: 

6,595' 

:      6, 086 

:  1,135 

« 

bu. 

:  -.  18,470 

:  3,394: 

282 

:  80 

:  491 

lbs. 

:  713' 

:  /  94,405: 

117,326 

:  81,943 

:  2,942 

tons 

:  230,000 

:  394,696: 

677,660: 

321,496 

:  225,218 

Coconut  oil  

lbs. 

:  342,717 

;  2,353: 

23,559: 

11, 6661 

:  39,161 

Oiticica  oil 

•1  • 

:d/  7,673 

•  22,593: 

8>471 

!  6,057 

6,020 

Olive  oil: 

*  • 
• 

Edible  

11 ' 

!     62, 811: 

12,660: 

11,250: 

4,202 

:  14,231 

Inedible  

w 

it  , 

:  35,448- 

103: 

248. 

193 

:  7,306 

Palm  oil  

11  , 

321,482: 

37,850: 

63,212: 

19,210 

!  26,530 

Sesame  seed....... 

u 

11 

58,1+25: 

4,891: 

9,479: 

6,059 

:  '  '  12,290 

Tea  seed  oil  

II 

11  ( 

1  13,159: 

88: 

6,377: 

4,032 

:  1,116 

Tucum  kernels,  , 

n  ( 

9,810: 

12,709: 

16,887: 

12,951 

:  9,292 

Tung  oil  

« 

11  j 

123,190: 

36,207: 

L21,564: 

64,340 

:  54,603 

Compiled  from  off icial" sources^ 
a/  Imports  for  consumption,    b/  Preliminary,     c/  Not  separately 
classified  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation."  d/  Average  of  less  than  5 
years,    e/  1939  only. 
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U.  S.  FATS  AND  OILS  EXPORTS 
INCREASING  MONTHLY 

United  States  exports  of  specified  fats,  oils,  and  oilseeds  (in  terms 
of  oil)  amounted  to  364.3  million  pounds  during  January-May,  an  increase 
of  26  percent  over  the  corresponding  months  of  19*47.    Shipments  of  soybeans, 
soybean  oil,  cottonseed  oil,  linseed  oil,  peanuts,  and  peanut  oil  were 
considerably  larger  than  a  year  ago.    Exports  of  cooking  fats,  lard,  and 
oleomargarine  decreased  by  21,  16,  and  77  percent,  respectively. 


UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  specified  fats,  oils,  and  oilseeds, 
May  I9J+8  with  comparisons 


Commodity 

:  Unit 

• 

:Average 

;  1946 

:  1947 

:    January  -  May 

: 1935-39 

1  Qh  7 

•  1Q43  a7 

C?r*\  ^  j  r\  s~\  <*i  1^  f*t 

• 

:1,000  bu. 

!£/  4,  (93 

>     0  cin<£ 

:  <z,9Uo 

>      1  (SKI 

:  029 

ouj  ucaxi  uj.1i 

• 

lbs. 

'.c/  6,467 

>  ju,4pu 

:  13,835 

r\r\  Off 

22, 066 

it 

:  13,220 

:  09,130 

:  12,641 

m     r\\x  O 

:  31,040 

Coconut  oil  J 

• 
• 

.  ♦» 

n 

:  3,789' 

:       935  ! 

!    5,691  : 

510 

\  6,543 

.  » 

n 

!  10,442! 

47,366  : 

\  52,849  : 

:  23,717 

:  '  5,953 

Cottonseed  oil: 

• 

»• 

..  « 

:  '  ^,793: 

'    5,857  : 

•,  10,942  : 

•  1,74;3! 

:  19,146 

.  « 

tf 

1,515: 

:      ,244  ; 

901  : 

:  • .  21. 

'  2,176 

:..  .1,280: 

1,625  : 

7,721  : 

:  ■  427. 

,14,914 

Peanuts: 

• 
• 

.  " 

;o/  ^52; 

61,043  : 

211,010  : 

106,835: 

223,794 

.  ♦» 

7,066  : 

18,681  : 

13,615: 

■<  3,827 

Peanut  oil,  refined. 

.  <♦ 

d/  325! 

75  : 

1,579  i 

12: 

'  627 

".  " 

it  , 

!  2,111: 

11,424  : 

1    3,582  : 

1,783: 

v-  1,404 

.  » 

165,636: 

430,682  : 

354,184  : 

58,486: 

■133,290 

it  , 

:         180 : 

50,483  : 

19,954  : 

10,198; 

2,361 

Ts\Xow# •«••••«••*»•• 

« 

,7  ; 

Edible...  

c/|l,65i; 

4,151  i 

601  : 

78i 

1,193 

if  , 

6,472  : 

;55,051  : 

11,666: 

13,039 

Compiled  from  official  sources 


a/  Preliminary,  b/  Average  of  less  than  5  years,  c/  Not  separately  classified 
in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation,    d/  1939  only. 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  57,  No.  3 


U.  S.  OILSEED  CHOP 
PEOSPECTS  BRIGHT 

United  States  I9U8  production  of  the  four  ma'jor  oilseed  crops  may 
"be  considerably  larger  than  in  19^7,  despite  decreases  of  11  percent  in 
the  soybean  acreage  and  2  percent  in  the  peanut  acreage.    According  to 
the  July  1  indication,  the  prospective  flaxseed  production  is  10  percent 
larger  than  last  year. 

Flaxseed  production  is  estimated  at  U3, 662, 000  bushels  from  h, 5lk, 000 
acres.    If  realized,  this  will  be  second  only  to  the  19^3  record  harvest 
of  50,009,000  bushels.    The  indicated  yield  of  9.7  bushels  per  acre 
compares  favorably  with  that  of  last  season  and  exceeds  the  1935-39 
average  by  2.1  bushels.    The  United  States  attained  first  place  as  a 
flaxseed  producer  in  19^7,  surpassing  Argentina  by  26  percent,  and  account- 
ing for  almost  one-third  of  the  total  world  output. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 
(Continued  from  page  5+6"5 

RAINS  CHECK  CROP  DETERIORATION 
IN  DROUGHT  AREAS  OF  CANADA 

Good  rains  during  the  second  week; of  July  improved  the  grain  outlook 
in  Canada's  Prairie  Provinces.    Though: crop  deterioration  was  temporarily 
checked  over  most  of  the  drought  area  as  a  result  of  the  general  rainfall, 
only  light  yields  are  expected  in  the  western  half  of  Saskatchewan,  and 
east  central  and  northern  areas  of  Alberta,  according  to  official  reports. 

Crop  conditions  continued  f air ■ to : good  in  other  areas  of  Saskatchewan 
and  good  over  most  of  Manitoba.    Only  a  few  districts  in  the  latter 
Province  were  too  dry.    Prospects  in  southwestern  Alberta  were  still  very  • 
favorable.  .  .  ■  ' 

Rapid  crop  development  was  reported  during  the  week,  especially  in 
late  sown  crops.    Condition  of  crops  at  the  end  of  June,  as  a  percentage 
of  the  long-time  average  yields  per  acre,  was  as  follows,  with  comparison 
June  30,  19l*7  in  parentheses:    Fall  wheat  97 "(91);  spring  wheat  95  (125); 
all  wheat  95  (125);  oats  80  (88);  barley  78  (91);  fall  rye  79  (85);  spring 
rye  75  (89). 

AUSTRALIAN  GRAIN 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

Prospects  are  generally  favorable  for  the  I9U8-U9  wheat  crop  in 
Australia,  according  to  recent  reports.    Good  moisture  supplies  provided 
excellent  conditions  for  the  seeding  of  the  main  crop  and  for  the  germina- 
tion of  early  sown  wheat.    Best  conditions  are  reported  for  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  the  two  largest  producing  States.    Least  favorable 
moisture  conditions  are  reported  for  Western  Australia,  where  abnormally 
dry  conditions  have  retarded  operations  and  caused  some  reduction  in  the 
expected  acreage. 


(Continued  on  page  56) 
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HAZELNUT  SUMMARY       (Continued  from  Page  k5) 


UNITED  STATES:    Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  hazelnuts 
from  specified  countries;  •  19k6-k'7,  with  comparisons 


I  cox  a./ 

;  ,  xo&j.y 

;  opain 

;    • iUTKey 

|  Other 
[countries 

;  luoai. 

: Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

19k2-19k6.. 

1  UC 

:  ■ 

1937- 19k6.*- 

!,  93 

201  : 

:  l,k92 

r  36- 

:  1,822 

Annual: 

19k2-k3  ... 

:           ••  0 

i                0  ; 

27 

:             0  : 

1  27 

lQl±^.kl± 

^/"J     T™      • • • 

;  0 

»             jjy  < 

1 1 

•                 J  /o 

IQkk-k'S 

••  '-' '           -  fi-  < 

'           1  1Q1  1 

£  y  yvy 

k  1  RO; 

*-r  ,  L^Jkji 

19k5-k6  ... 

!  •      ;  178 

:•             6  : 

k,231 

>  ■       180  : 

:  k,595 

1946-1+7 

1  ok  7  kAVi  /  . 

[       133  ' 

!     '         1  : 

k,921 

1            5  : 

•  •  5,060 

13, 

!                    U  , 

!                 LL  , 

*-,?id 

UIlt3iltJJLJ.eu  , 

!                 ■  ! 

H.V  OX  agt;  ,  , 

1Qk9_TOk£  1 

5yd  : 

DC  ! 

d  , 

k^£ 

1937-19k6..: 

318 

32;;: 

1  : 

1  : 

352 

Annual :  : 

19k2-k3 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0  j 

0 

•'  19k3-kk 

0  .j 

6  : 

0  : 

0;>: 

6 

19kk-k5.  „ , . : 

6  ! 

'     '       16  : 

0  : 

0  : 

16 

19k5-k6 

^361  : 

220  1 

8  : 

0  : 

539 

19k6-47 

1,600  j 

69  : 

0  : 

0  : 

1,669 

19k7-k8b/. . : 

2  : 

•  0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

2 

a/  Crop-year  "basis,  Sept  ember -August . 

h/  Nine  months ,  September  19k7  -  May  19^8. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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The  utilization  of  hazelnuts  for  oil  stopped  completely  early" in- the  ■ 
season  because  of  the  bumper  olive  crop  in  prospect.    It  appears  that  even 
with  the  loss  of  this  very  important  outlet  of  the  two  previous  seasons,- 
domestic  consumption  totalled  about  10,400  short  toils.  .  The  season's  pro- 
duction was  9,900  tons  and  carry-over  about  6,100  tons,  making  a  total  sup- 
ply at  the  start  of  the  season  of  16,000  tons.    Some-  members  of  the  trade 
state  that  had  the  price  of  chocolate  been  lower  and  supplies  of  sugar 
plentiful  even  more  would  have  been  used  in  the  domestic  candy  and  bakery 
trade.  •  ■  •  -'. 

The  exporters  are. looking  for    another  slow  export  year  in  1 943-1949  un- 
less the  European  Recovery  Plan  in  some  way  makes  it  possible  to  enter  Western 
European  markets  again.    It  is  still  too  early  to  forecast  Turkish  and 
Spanish  prices,  but  the  consensus  of  opinion  seems  to  be  that  Turkish  prices 
will  again  be  the  lowest  and  that  the  Spanish  will  be  higher  but  possibly 
competitive  again  on  compensation  deals.    The  general  feeling  also  is  that  in 
view  of  the  ever-growing  production  in  the  United  States  that  market  will 
eventually  disappear.    Some  exporters  have  suggested  that  the  Western  German 
Zone  should  be  opened  to  Italian  dried  fruits  and  nuts  as  the  Germans 
traditionally  have  been  their  largest  outlet  for  these  products.    Such  a  move 
would  go  a  long  way  to  speed  Italian  agricultural  and  'economic  recovery  at 
the  same  time  supplying  food  to  the  occupied  zones.    There  appears  little 
likelihood  that  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  will  enter  the  Italian  hazelnut 
market  during  the  new  season  in  view  of  anticipated  lower  prices  in  other 
countries.    The  question  of  what  to  do  with  a  new  crop,  of  28,500  tons  and 
2,500  tons  carry-over,  or  in  other  words,  an  available'  supply  of  31,000  tons 
in  face  of  such  dull  export  prospects  is  causing  considerable  concern  in  some 
quarters.  : 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  MP  FEEDS  .  '  '  }  .. 

[Continued  from  Page  5^+7 

The  wheat  acreage  recently  seeded  is  believed  to  be  about  600,000  acres  j 
smaller  than  the  19^7  acreage  of  14  million  acres.    A  reduction  of .about  1 
million  acres  is  indicated  for  New  South  Wales,  which  is  partially  offset 
by  increases  in  Victoria  and  South  Australia. 

The  outlook  for  oats>  seeded  at  about  the  same  time,,  and  largely  in  the 
same  districts  as  wheat,  is  also  generally  favorable.  A  substantial  decline 
in  acreage  is  estimated,  especially  in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria.  Higher 
guaranteed  prices  for  wheat  are  believed  to  have  had  some  effect  on  the. oats- 
acreages.  Difficulty  in  preparing  the  seed  bed,  as  a  result  of- prolific 
growth  during  late  summer  and  early  fall  in  many  districts  was  also  a  factor 
in  the  reduction. 

Conditions  have  favored  seeding  of  barley  in  South  Australia,  where  two- 
thirds  of  the  country's  crop  is  produced.    A  large  acreage  is  expected  in  that 
State.    Favorable  conditions  are  also  reported  in  Victoria,  the  only  other 
important  barley  area.    Seeding  there  is  normally  later  than  in  South 
Australia  and  there  is,  as  yet,  no  indication  of  the  total  acreage  to  be  seeded. 
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COTTON-PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 


COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 
(Continued  from  Page  50) 


The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign  markets, 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON:     Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the  U.S. 

gulf -port  average 


Date 

Unit  of 

Unit  of  : 

Price  in 

'Equivalent 

19I+8  ; 

weight 

currency  : 

foreign  ! 

:U.S.  cents 

currency 

per  pound 

:Kantar  j 

7-15  - 

-  99.05  lbs.  j 

Tallari  j 

79-00 

1  65.92 

"  : 

ti 

n 

71.00  ! 

t  59-24 

"  ! 

U 

108.00  . 

90.11 

tt 

it  , 

tt 

(Not  quoted) 

Candy  ; 

7-i4  ! 

73i|  lbs.  : 

Rupee  : 

64I.OO  ! 

2U.67 

1!  . 

"  4 

801.00 

t  30.82 

tl  • 

|| 

11 

(Not  available) 

Ivlaund  ; 

7-15  : 

82.28  lbs.  : 

11 

81.00  : 

t  29.70 

it 

ti 

94.00  i 

:  34.47 

n 

110.00  i 

:  40.33 

Metric  ton  : 

tt 

220U.6  lbs.: 

Peso  ,« 

:  1/^160.00 

:  1+2.68 

,Sp.  quintal  ; 

7-14  ''> 

101  Ih,  lbs.  j 

Sol  < 

228.00 

:  3^.59 

tt  . 

»  1 

283..00  . 

!  _  142.93 

Arroba  j 

7-15  • 

,  33.O7  lbs 

Cruzeiro  ; 

170.00  i 

!  27.97 

11 

ti 

180.00  : 

:  29.61 

it  . 

it 

tt         '  , 

188.00 

:  3O.93 

;Sp.  quintal  , 

\  31-24 

it 

:  101.ii  lbs.  i 

Peso  : 

15U.00 

ti 

tPound 

:Cent  : 

XXXXXX 

:  33-45 

Market  location 
kind,  and  quality 


Alexandria 
Ashmouni,  Good....... 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F...... 

Karnak,  Good..  *• 

Karnak,  F.G.F..  

ombay 

Jarila,  Fine... 

Broach,  Fine ••••••••• 

Kampala,  East  African 
Karachi 

I4F  Punjab,  S.G.,Fine. 

289F  Sind,  S.G.,Fine. 

289F  Punjab,  S.G..Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B. ..*...«-.». 
Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5»« 

Pima,  Type  1  

Recife 
Mat  a ,  Type      •  • .  . 

Sertao,  Type  I4.... 
Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 
Torreon 

Middling,  15/16". 
Houston-Galve  st  on-New 

Orleans  av.  Mid.  15/1 6'" 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets 
spot  markets. 

l/  Nominal, 


reported  by  cable.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated 
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LATE  NEWS 


(Continued" from  Page  38) 

Unseasonably  low  June  temperatures  and  a  minimum  of  shunshine  in 
Eire  have  retarded  pasture  grov/th  during  the  past  month. 


The  ..feed  and  pasture  situation  in  Spain  is  reported  as  generally  good. 
Large  areas  of  the  country  apparently  entered  the  summer  months  with 
sufficient  "soil  moisture,  probably  above  average,  to"" continue1"  growth  "of 
pastures  for  a  considerable  time, 


Beef  stocks  in  Canada  on  June  1  were  about  2l±,  000,666  pounds,  an 
increase  of  63  percent  above  last  year.    Pork  stocks  were  nearly  8l+_,  000,000 
pounds,  an  increase  of  J46  percent  over  a  year  earlier. 


Spring  weather  in  Iceland  was  reported  favorable  f  or- livestock^  but 
cold  -dry  weather  continued  to  retard  the  growth    of  crops,  ■••  The  hay- crop 
will  -probably  be  of  average  quantity,  although  somewhat •  late.  Shortage 
of  cattle  feeds  have  caused  a  decline  in  output  of  dairy  products. 

"Denmark's  July  1  crop  conditions  report  indicates  that "sugar  beets  for 
feed  are  96  percent  of  normal,  sugar" beets  for  fodder  94*  field  hay*56, 
pasture  53*  meadow  hay  73*  alfalfa  93>  an^  root  crops  about  90  percent. 


Northern  Mexico's  agriculture  continued  to  suffer  in  June  because  of 
the  delay  in  seasonal  rains,  although  the  rainy  season  had  begun  in  most 
other  parts  of  the  country.    The  condition  of  livestock,  particularly  cattle_, 
was  reported  poor',     It  was  also  indicated  that  almost  all  of 'the  new  canning 
plants  which  have  operated  steadily  throughout  early  I9I4.8  have  suspended--" 
operations  temporarily 'because  ranchers  refused  to  sell ''cattle. 


Exports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  during  the  10  months  ;ended 
May  31,  19hcS  totaled  1,700,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross)  compared  with 
3,21+2,000  bales  for  a  similar  period  a  year  ago0    The  principal  destinations 
in  I9I4.7-J4.8  were;     Japan  1+07,000  bales,  United  Kingdom  263, 000,  Germany 
220,000,  France  197,000,  China  181,000,  Canada  1211,000,  Poland  50s000, 
Belgium  1+9,000,  Italy  1+8,000  and  Korea  36,000. 


July  19,  19kS 
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Cotton  exports  from  Brazil  in  May  I9U8  were  equivalent  to  106,000 
bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  making  a  total  of  833,000  bales  for  the  10 
months  ended  May  31,  19^4-8,  compared  with  1,265,000  for  a  similar  period  a 
year  ago.    The  principal  destinations  in  191+7-U8  were  Spain  ll|2,000  bales, 
Belgium  118,000,  United  Kingdom  102,000,  Netherlands  79,000,  Italy  67,000, 
France  1+5,000,  China  25,000,  and  Sweden  23,000, 


The  British  Raw  Cotton  Commission  announced  that  effective  July  5,  19^8, 
their  issue  prices'  for  all  American-type  cotton  are  reduced  by  1*5  pence 
(2,52  cents)  a  pound.    East  Indian  short-staple  qualities  are  reduced  by 
1,75  pence  (2#9U  cents). 

The  Legislatures  of  Uganda,  Kenya,  and  Tanganyika  recently  passed  an 
Industrial  Licensing  Bill  under  which  a  license  will  be  awarded  to  a 
private  firm  to  erect  a  cotton  mill  near  the  Owen  Falls  Dam  capable  of 
consuming  ll+0,000  bales  (about  117,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  East 
African  cotton  with  a  cloth  production  capacity  of  120,000,000  linear  yards. 
Completion  of  the  project  is  expected  to  require  about  2  years  from  the 
present  date. 


